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This report highlights the work of the Advocacy Center (AC) from October 1, 2008 to September 30, 
2009.
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independent advocacy agency for people with disabilities. The Advocacy Center also advocates for 
5(6010*-0*-1$*7#&$?@$*-&$*8('#A

%,>1$B0110(-$1.*.#B#-.$01C
The Advocacy Center believes in the dignity of every life, and in the freedom of all people 
to experience the highest degree of self­determination. Embracing this philosophy, the 
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&01*8090.0#1$*-&$1#-0(/1$8+$0-.#/'#-0-7$0-$10.6*.0(-1$."*.$*/#$(/$"*'#$."#$2(.#-.0*9$.($8#$"*/B;69A$$H"#-$
*861#$(/$-#79#).$"*1$*9/#*&+$())6//#&4$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$0-'#1.07*.#1$."#$)*61#$*-&$*&'()*.#1$;(/$
)"*-7#1$1($."*.$."#$*861#$)*--(.$"*22#-$*7*0-A

I(#4$*$+(6-7$B*-$D0."$*-$0-.#99#).6*9$&01*8090.+$*-&$B#-.*9$099-#114$
7/#D$62$0-$."#$;(1.#/$)*/#$1+1.#B$*-&$90'#&$;(/$+#*/1$0-$*$&#'#9(2B#-­
tal center.  After many setbacks, an AC advocate helped him to transi­
tion into independent living.  He was so excited to move to his own 
*2*/.B#-.$*-&$3-*99+$)((G$"01$(D-$&0--#/1A$$J(D#'#/4$"#$1((-$8#7*-$
having problems with his provider. For example, he was left with only 
/*B#-$-((&9#1$*-&$7/##-$8#*-1$*.$."#$#-&$(;$#*)"$B(-."$8#)*61#$
."#$2/('0&#/$D*1$-(.$"#920-7$"0B$86&7#.$)(//#).9+$*-&$D(69&->.$.*G#$
"0B$.($107-$62$;(/$;((&$1.*B21K$"01$1.*;;$D*1$.*G0-7$"0B$.($."#$)*10-($
D"#/#$."#$1.*;;$D#/#$&/0-G0-7$(-$."#$F(8K$."#$2/('0&#/$)*99#&$."#$)90#-.$
*$L90*/M$*.$.#*B$B##.0-714$/#769*/9+$)6/1#&$*.$"0B$*-&$./#*.#&$"0B$D0."$
disrespect. 

I(#4$D"($"*&$8##-$1($"*22+$.($B('#$(6.$(-$"01$(D-4$D*1$-(D$./(6­
89#&$*-&$&01./*67".A$J#$)*99#&$."#$1*B#$*&'()*.#$D"($
"*&$"#92#&$"0B$9#*'#$."#$0-1.0.6.0(-A$$

H0."$"#/$"#924$"#$1D0.)"#&$2/('0&#/1A$!"#$:6/#*6$(;$
50)#-10-7$'*90&*.#&$N$(;$"01$)(B29*0-.1$*-&$."#$2/('0&­
#/$01$)6//#-.9+$0B29#B#-.0-7$*$29*-$(;$)(//#).0(-A$$

I(#$01$-(D$"*22+$D0."$"01$-#D$2/('0&#/$O$"#>1$$*229+­
ing for jobs and making plans to invite all his friends to 
his birthday party.
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This report detailed a 14­month investigation 
0-.($1#'#-$0-)0&#-.1$(;$&#*."$(/$1#/0(61$0-F6/+$.($
/#10&#-.1$(;$S(/."#*1.$T622(/.1$*-&$T#/'0)#1$
,#-.#/$USVTT,WA$$X(6/$(;$."#$1#'#-$0-)0&#-.1$*/#$
&#1)/08#&$8#9(DC

Y$ %-$0-&0'0&6*9$D0."$B#-.*9$/#.*/&*.0(-$*-&$B#-.*9$
illness died while being restrained by staff.   

Y$ %-$0-&0'0&6*9$D0."$B#-.*9$/#.*/&*.0(-$D*1$
paralyzed after being attacked, chased and 
*11*69.#&$8+$*$2##/$6-&#/$."#$162#/'010(-$(;$
staff.  

Y$ %-$0-&0'0&6*9$D0."$B#-.*9$/#.*/&*.0(-$/#)#0'#&$
-($B#&0)*9$)*/#$;(/$*$120/*9$;/*).6/#$.($."#$;#B6/$
;(/$*.$9#*1.$;(6/$&*+1A$$!"#$0-&0'0&6*9$D*1$-(.$
"(120.*90Z#&$;(/$16/7#/+$6-.09$."#$0-F6/#&$9#7$D*1$
1#'#/#9+$1D(99#-$*-&$8/601#&A$

Y$ %-$0-&0'0&6*9$D0."$B#-.*9$/#.*/&*.0(-$*-&$B#-.*9$
illness was stabbed in the head with a pair of scissors. The person who stabbed him, another 
/#10&#-.$(;$SVTT,4$/#./0#'#&$."#$1)011(/1$;/(B$*-$6-9()G#&$*-&$6-B(-0.(/#&$B#&0)*9$)*80-#.A$

%))(/&0-7$.($5(01$T0B21(-4$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$V[#)6.0'#$<0/#).(/4$L:#)*61#$."#$D(/9&$01$B*&#$62$
(;$1./(-7$2#(29#$*-&$D#*G$2#(29#4$)0'090Z#&$1()0#.+$"*1$26.$1*;#76*/&1$0-$29*)#$.($B*G#$16/#$."*.$
."(1#$0-)90-#&$.($*861#$."#$D#*G$*/#$-(.$*;;(/&#&$*-$(22(/.6-0.+$.($&($1(A$\-$(6/$/#2(/.4$+(6$D099$1##$
."*.$*-+$1*;#76*/&1$."*.$D#/#$0-.#-&#&$.($8#$0-$29*)#$*.$S(/."#*1.$T622(/.1$*-&$T#/'0)#1$,#-.#/$
10B29+$&0&$-(.$D(/GA$\-$;*).4$SVTT,$;*09#&$."(1#$6-&#/$0.1$)*/#$1($B01#/*89+$."*.$D#$8#90#'#$SVTT,$
is beyond repair.”

%B(-7$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/>1$/#)(BB#-&*.0(-1$2/#1#-.#&$*.$."#$#-&$(;$."#$/#2(/.4$D*1$."#$)9(16/#$
(;$SVTT,A$$%1$D#$2/#2*/#$."01$/#2(/.4$."#$5(6010*-*$9#7019*.6/#$"*1$*99()*.#&$Z#/($&(99*/1$;(/$
NESSC in Fiscal Year 2011, effectively closing down the facility.

F+A-&7$*+,(<.
%&$H&?+4/<9(/<-&$-2$=+.<-'4$%1'4+$(&7$D+(/E$(/$I-./E+(4/$=',,-./4$(&7$

=+.?<@+4$3+&/+.>$(&$H&4/</'/<-&$<&$I-./E$;-'<4<(&(

K
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2.0&E25+*4&'5&@-130)+.&1.&B+710+.*123&H2,131*1+7 ("..2C^^DDDA*&'()*)+9*A(/7^26890)*.0(-1^,_X_#­
2(/.?R`@]A2&;WA$$$!"#$/#2(/.$&#.*09#&$1681.*-&*/&$)*/#$2/('0&#&$8+$/#10&#-.0*9$;*)090.0#1$*-&$."#$
;*096/#$(;$."#$5(6010*-*$<#2*/.B#-.$(;$T()0*9$T#/'0)#1$.($2/(2#/9+$B(-0.(/$."#1#$;*)090.0#1A$$\-$R@@Q4$
%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$1.*;;$B*&#$107-03)*-.$2/(7/#11$(-$."01$0116#A

<6/0-7$."#$R@@Q$9#7019*.0'#$1#110(-4$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$1622(/.#&$)"*-7#1$.($*99(D$."#$<#2*/.­
B#-.$(;$T()0*9$T#/'0)#1$*-&$0.1$90)#-10-7$1.*;;$.($"*'#$."#$3-*9$*6."(/0.+$.($/#B('#$."#$90)#-1#$(;$
any facility and place the children in safer environments.  This legislation passed.

Seven residential facilities for children were closed in 2009.  The children moved to safer environ­
B#-.1$*-&4$D"#-#'#/$2(11089#4$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$1.*;;$;(99(D#&$62$D0."$."#1#$)"09&/#-$.($0-16/#$."#$
transition went smoothly and they were receiving appropriate services in their new home.
 
!"#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/>1$#;;(/.1$107-03)*-.9+$0B2/('#&$."#$/#769*.0(-1$;(/$)"09&$/#10&#-.0*9$;*)090.0#1$'0*$
-6B#/(61$B##.0-714$1.*.6.(/+$*-*9+1014$&()6B#-.$/#'0#D4$*-&$D/0..#-$)(BB#-.1$.($."#$<#2*/.B#-.$
(;$T()0*9$T#/'0)#1A$P-)#$0B29#B#-.#&4$."#$/#769*.0(-1$D099$0-)/#*1#$#[2#).*.0(-1$;(/$)"09&$/#10&#-­
tial service providers, the children will be safer, and their rights will be protected.

H(/G$)(-.0-6#1$0-$R@a@A

!"#$%&$'%(#)%*+$
,%"-.-/(/0.$1/-*")2$#%$3(.")2$42/*#5$/(6$7/&2#8$

%&$'5-*6)2($-($92.-62(#-/*$1/:-*-#-2.

O
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\-$."#$.0B#$)('#/#&$8+$."01$/#2(/.4$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$

!" \-'#1.07*.#&$ba$)*1#1$(;$*861#$*-&$-#79#).A

!" _#2/#1#-.#&$*-&$2/(.#).#&C
bQ$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$7/(62$"(B#1$*-&$&#'#9(2B#-.*9$)#-.#/1$$
ac$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$-6/10-7$"(B#1
b]$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$."#0/$(D-$"(B#1$(/$."#0/$2*/#-.1>$"(B#
?Q$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$21+)"0*./0)$"(120.*91
b$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$*&69.$/#10&#-.0*9$"(B#1
17 people living in child residential facilities
2 people who are homeless
4 people in jail

     
!" d010.#&$`Q@$7/(62$"(B#1$*-&$"#92#&$D0."$0116#1$0-'(9'0-7$*861#4$-#79#).$*-&$e6*90.+$(;$90;#A

!" f*&#$R@aa$'010.1$.($-6/10-7$"(B#1$.($B(-0.(/$)*/#$*-&$2/(.#).$/#10&#-.1A

As soon as she walked in the door, the AC advocate noticed it was 
freezing.  She asked the children at the residential facility if they 
D#/#$)(9&K$."#+$/#12(-&#&$."*.$."#+$D#/#$;/##Z0-7A$$S($D(-&#/A$$
!"#$(-9+$1(6/)#$(;$"#*.$0-$."#$8609&0-7$D*1$12*)#$"#*.#/1A$%1$."#$
*&'()*.#$9((G#&$*/(6-&4$1"#$1*D$B6)"$B(/#$.($8#$)(-)#/-#&$
*8(6.C$12*/G0-7$#9#)./0)*9$(6.9#.14$8/(G#-$.(09#.$1#*.14$0-(2#/*89#$
907".0-7$3[.6/#14$8/(G#-$)#090-7$.09#14$B(9&$0-$8*."/((B14$D0-&(D1$
."*.$&0&$-(.$(2#-$*-&$8/(G#-$9()G1$(-$."#$&((/1A$:*)G$0-$"#/$(;3)#4$
."#$*&'()*.#$)(-.*).#&$."#$<#2*/.B#-.$(;$T()0*9$T#/'0)#1$U<TTW$
*-&$."#$X0/#$f*/1"*99A$$T"#$*91($39#&$*$90)#-10-7$)(B29*0-.$D0."$."#$
50)#-10-7$:6/#*6$(;$<TT$*8(6.$."#$)(-&0.0(-1A$

T2*/G0-7$#9#)./0)*9$(6.9#.1$"*'#$8##-$/#2*0/#&K$.(09#.$1#*.1$"*'#$
8##-$/#29*)#&K$D0-&(D1$0-$."#$8#&/((B1$*/#$(2#/*.0(-*9K$0-(2#/­
*89#$907".$3[.6/#1$0-$."#$8*."/((B1$"*'#$8##-$
/#2*0/#&K$B(9&$"*1$8##-$/#B('#&$;/(B$."#$
8*."/((B1K$)#090-71$0-$."#$8#&/((B1$"*'#$8##-$
/#2*0/#&K$*-&4$."#$*0/$)(-&0.0(-#/$'#-.$0-$."#$
hallway has been repaired. 

H0."$."#$"#92$(;$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/4$."#$)"09­
dren in the facility are now living in a safer and 
cleaner environment.



!($#B2(D#/$1(B#(-#$01$.($0B2*/.$."#$G-(D9#&7#$*-&$1G0991$."*.$D099$"#92$."#B$;6-).0(-$B(/#$16))#11­
;699+A$$!"#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$#B2(D#/1$2#(29#$D0."$&01*8090.0#1$*-&$1#-0(/1$1($."*.$."#+$G-(D$."#0/$/07".14$
G-(D$*8(6.$/#1(6/)#1$."*.$*/#$*'*09*89#$.($."#B$*-&$)*-$*).$(-$."01$0-;(/B*.0(-$.($8#..#/$."#0/$90'#1A$

\-$."#$+#*/$)('#/#&$8+$."01$/#2(/.4$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$

!" V&6)*.#&$*-&$#B2(D#/#&$aR4aQa$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$0-1.0.6.0(-1$90G#$21+)"0*./0)$"(120.*914$&#'#9(2­
B#-.*9$)#-.#/14$7/(62$"(B#14$-6/10-7$"(B#1$*-&$/#10&#-.0*9$;*)090.0#1$;(/$)"09&/#-A$

!" !/*0-#&$(."#/1$(-$."#$;(99(D0-7$.(20)1C
Nb?b$2#(29#$D#/#$./*0-#&$*8(6.$0-1.0.6.0(-*9$/07".1$0116#1A
b@R$2#(29#$D#/#$./*0-#&$*8(6.$3-*-)0*9$#-.0.9#B#-.1$0116#1A
a`]a$2#(29#$D#/#$./*0-#&$*8(6.$#B29(+B#-.$*-&$/#"*8090.*.0(-$0116#1A
b@a$2#(29#$D#/#$./*0-#&$*8(6.$*))#11$0116#1A$
bc?$2#(29#$D#/#$./*0-#&$*8(6.$1#9;$&#.#/B0-*.0(-$0116#1A
N`a$2#(29#$D#/#$./*0-#&$*8(6.$12#)0*9$#&6)*.0(-$0116#1A

!" P6./#*)"#&$.($c@]?$2#(29#A

!" Provided information and referrals to 2,023 people.

EMPOWERMENT 

8(,$-2$%7?-@(@A$3+&/+.$0.(<&<&9$;-@(/<-&4
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LH#>/#$(-9+$.*9G0-7$*8(6.$2"+10)*9$1*;#.+$*-&$*&&/#110-7$."(1#$-##&1A$$H#$1"(69&->.$#'#-$8#$
."0-G0-7$*8(6.$."*.A$$!"#$;()61$-##&1$.($8#$(-$#&6)*.0(-$*-&$."#/*2#6.0)$2/(7/*B1AM

%,$<0/#).(/$(;$50.07*.0(-$S#99$J*"-$(-$*861#$*-&$-#79#).$*.$)"09&$/#10&#-.0*9$;*)090.0#1
!"#+$T*0&$\.4$#1:+7&'5&?,2012.2, October 1, 2008 

LH#$D099$8#$;(99(D0-7$."01$10.6*.0(-$'#/+$)9(1#9+$.($#-16/#$."*.$."#$1.6&#-.1$*.$5(6010*-*$T)"((9$;(/$
."#$<#*;$&($-(.$B011$#&6)*.0(-*9$.0B#$*-&$7#.$8#"0-&$0-$."#0/$1.6&0#1AM

%,$%..(/-#+$f#9011*$5(1)"$(-$."#$.#B2(/*/+$)9(16/#$(;$5%$T)"((9$;(/$."#$<#*;$*;.#/$*861#$
allegations
%:,$R?$O$S#D$P/9#*-14$P).(8#/$Ra4$R@@]

L\;$+(6$&(->.$1##$0-$+(6/$B0[$*.$."#$.*89#$(;$."#$29*--0-7$2/()#114$0-;(/B#&$2#(29#$D0."$&01*8090.0#1$.($
G##2$+(6$*22/*01#&$(;$D"*.$01$"*22#-0-7$D"#/#$(6/$D"##9)"*0/1$"0.$."#$/(*&g$L

%,$T+1.#B1$%&'()*)+$T2#)0*901.$,"*/9#1$!68/#$(-$."#$0B2(/.*-)#$(;$0-)96&0-7$2#(29#$D0."$
disabilities in planning for emergencies
5.A$=#-A$_611#9$J(-(/h$)*991$;(/$%B#/0)*-1$.($B*G#$*$)"*-7#$0-$)69.6/#4$E,1F15+4$S('A^<#)A$
2008 

“At best the proposed reforms will not solve the problems, and at worst, they may make the problems 
worse.”

%,$%&B0-01./*.0'#$i$5#7019*.0'#$T622(/.$T2#)0*901.$T.#'#$j*6;;B*-$(-$=('#/-(/$I0-&*9>1$
proposal to transform Medicaid into a managed care system
Jindal Medicaid plan gets committee approval, ?77',12*+0&J)+774$<#)#B8#/$a]4$R@@]

L!"#$)(-&0.0(-1$D#$6-)('#/#&$*.$SVTT,$*/#$*22*990-7A$$!"01$01$-(.$*$)*1#$(;$(-#$(/$.D($0-)0&#-.1$."*.$
-##&$.($8#$)(//#).#&A$$SVTT,$01$*$29*)#$D"#/#$1+1.#B0)$*861#$*-&$-#79#).$01$."#$-(/BA$$_#10&#-.1$
*/#$-(.$/#)#0'0-7$."#$)*/#$*-&$./#*.B#-.$."#+$D#/#$2/(B01#&A$$\-1.#*&4$."#+$90'#$0-$*-$*.B(12"#/#$(;$
;#*/$*-&$)"*(1A$$SVTT,$01$*$&*-7#/(61$29*)#$."*.$-##&1$.($8#$)9(1#&$&(D-AM$

%,$V[#)6.0'#$<0/#).(/$5(01$T0B21(-$(-$."#$0-'#1.07*.0(-$0-.($S(/."#*1.$T622(/.1$*-&$T#/'0)#1$
Center  
,#-.#/$*))61#&$(;$*)6.#$*861#8&B97*'.&K2134&F+20+)4$I6-#$a@4$R@@Q

“The standards are only as good as the people enforcing them.”
%,$<0/#).(/$(;$P6./#*)"$*-&$!/*0-0-7$T.#2"*-0#$k*./0)G$(-$2/(2(1#&$90)#-10-7$1.*-&*/&1$;(/$
child residential facilities
,"09&$;*)090.+$/69#1$#+#&4$?0;',2*+4$I69+$R4$R@@Q

LH#$D(69&$F61.$1*+$."*.$*))#1108090.+$.($;*)090.0#1$90G#$*$
;((.8*99$1.*&06B$*-&$*$8*1G#.8*99$*/#*$7#.$.($."#$"#*/.$
(;$D"*.$."#$%<%$D*1$0-.#-&#&$.($*))(B2901"g$!"#+$*/#$
/#*99+$0B2(/.*-.A$$!"#+$B*G#$2#(29#>1$90'#1$;69399#&AM

%,$%..(/-#+$T61*-$f#+#/1$(-$*$&01)/0B0-*.0(-$
9*D160.$39#&$*7*0-1.$T(6."#/-$l-0'#/10.+
T60.C$Tl$)*B261$9*)G1$"*-&0)*2$*))#1108090.+4$
?0;',2*+8$T#2.#B8#/$R?4$R@@Q

B:,-6+.<&9$J<($/E+$8+7<(

T
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On November 4, 2008, the entire staff of the Advocacy Center 
F(0-#&$;(/)#1$.($#-16/#$2#(29#$D0."$&01*8090.0#1$)(69&$'(.#A$!"01$
was the beginning of a year of voting milestones. 

November 4 Accomplishments by AC staff

Y$T6/'#+#&$aaN$2(990-7$29*)#1$6-)('#/0-7$*))#1108090.+$0116#1$0-$
a@$2*/01"#1$UP/9#*-14$I#;;#/1(-4$V*1.$:*.(-$_(67#4$%1)#-10(-4$
%116B2.0(-4$T.A$f*/.0-4$5*;*+#..#4$%)*&0*$*-&$,*&&(WA

Y$Provided assistance to 230 people on election day on a vari­
#.+$(;$'(.0-7$0116#1A$$f(1.$)(BB(-$D#/#$e6#1.0(-1$*8(6.$D"#/#$
.($'(.#4$./*-12(/.*.0(-$/#1(6/)#14$*-&$9*D1$2#/.*0-0-7$.($'(.0-7$
for people with disabilities like accessibility, moving to the front 
of the line, and assistance in voting.

Y$Provided assistance to 110 people prior to election day.  
!"#1#$0-&0'0&6*91$)*99#&$D0."$e6#1.0(-1$*8(6.$#*/9+$'(.0-74$
where to vote, and how to get assistance in voting.

Y$ H(/G#&$D0."$/#10&#-.1$*-&$1.*;;$*.$?RQ$0-1.0.6.0(-1$."/(67"(6.$."#$1.*.#4$2/('0&0-7$."#B$D0."$
information and assistance in registering to vote, voting early and voting on election day.

Y$ k/('0&#&$*1101.*-)#$.($'(.#/1$*.$."#$V9#).0(-$k/(.#).0(-$"(.90-#A$P'#/*994$c`N$5(6010*-*$'(.­
#/1$)*99#&$."#$V9#).0(-$k/(.#).0(-$"(.90-#$;(/$"#92$(-$V9#).0(-$<*+A

Y$ T#-.$b$2/#11$/#9#*1#1$*8(6.$'(.0-7$/07".1$(;$2#(29#$D0."$&01*8090.0#1$*-&$)(-.*).#&$B*-+$!d$
*-&$/*&0($1.*.0(-1$0-&0'0&6*99+A$%,$7(.$)('#/*7#$;/(B$1.*.0(-1$0-$."#$7/#*.#/$S#D$P/9#*-14$
T"/#'#2(/.4$*-&$5*;*+#..#$*/#*1A$

Y$ T#-.$."(61*-&1$(;$#B*091$.($2/(B(.#$(6/$'(.0-7$"(.90-#$.($2#(29#$D0."$&01*8090.0#1$*-&$(/7*-0­
Z*.0(-1$."/(67"(6.$."#$1.*.#A

!"#1#$*).0'0.0#1$)(-.0-6#&$."/(67"(6.$."#$+#*/C

%,$2#/16*&#&$."#$T#)/#.*/+$(;$T.*.#$.($0116#$/#769*.0(-1$/#e60/0-7$2*/01"#1$.($-(.0;+$'(.#/1$0;$
."#0/$2(990-7$29*)#$01$-(.$*))#11089#A$J(2#;699+4$."#1#$2/()#&6/#1$D099$8#$(-#/(61$#-(67"$.($2#/­
16*&#$2*/01"$(;3)0*91$.($)"((1#$2(990-7$29*)#1$."*.$*/#$*))#11089#A

%,$1.*;;$2/('0&#&$'(.0-7$/07".1$0-;(/B*.0(-$.($]?@@$0-&0'0&6*91$90'0-7$0-$0-1.0.6.0(-1$*-&$."#$)(B­
B6-0.+$."/(67"(6.$."#$1.*.#A

%,$1.*;;$*91($16))#11;699+$&#;#*.#&$*..#B2.1$.($0-)/#*1#$/#1./0).0(-1$(-$*1101.*-)#$0-$'(.0-7A

B:,-6+.<&9$%1-'/$0E(/$8-4/$F(4<@$-2$
*<9E/4K$0E+$*<9E/$/-$J-/+

U
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%3$BC,(&74$L+1$G.+4+&@+$
-&$5(@+1--M$(&7$D<4(1--:

\-$R@@]4$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/>1$D#8$2/#1#-)#$/#*99+$.((G$(;;A$$X*)#8((G$;*-1$-6B8#/#&$9#11$."*-$
a@@$*.$."#$1.*/.$(;$."#$+#*/$*-&$('#/$N@@$0-$T#2.#B8#/$R@@QA$$P-#$2(1.$(-$<01*8((B$*8(6.$"(610-7$
'(6)"#/1$."/(67"$."#$J(610-7$%6."(/0.+$0-$S#D$P/9#*-1$D*1$'0#D#&$('#/$c@@$.0B#1A

H0."$1622(/.$(;$."#$5%$<#'#9(2B#-.*9$<01*8090.0#1$,(6-)094$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$0-0.0*.#&$."#$LX0-&$
m(6/$d(0)#M$2/(F#).4$D"0)"$/#)/60.#&$2#(29#$D0."$&01*8090.0#1$.($9#*&$)(-'#/1*.0(-1$(-$X*)#8((G$
*-&$<01*8((B4$$$%22/([0B*.#9+$R@$2#(29#$D0."$'*/0(61$.+2#1$(;$&01*8090.0#1$;/(B$*)/(11$5(6010*-*$
2*/.0)02*.#&$0-$."#$2/(F#).$*-&$D#/#$0-1./6B#-.*9$0-$*../*).0-7$*-(."#/$`]@$2#(29#$.($."#$10.#A

X*)#8((G$)(-'#/1*.0(-1$;()61#&$(-C$
!" J(D$."#$V9&#/9+$*-&$<01*89#&$H*0'#/$1622(/.1$2#(29#$D"($*/#$890-&
!" P;3)#$;(/$,0.0Z#->1$D0."$<#'#9(2B#-.*9$<01*8090.0#1$nP,<<o$*-&$."#0/$1#/'0)#1
!" P-90-#$<*.0-7
!" :/*099#
!" %<%$%B#-&B#-.1

%$B*-$D0."$0-.#99#).6*9$&01*8090.0#1$2*/.0)02*.#&$
D0."$107-03)*-.$1622(/.$;/(B$"01$B(B$*-&$
Advocacy Center staff.  Here is a comment from 
"01$B(BC

L#-2.>&4'9&7'&:9,-&5')&*-17&()'M+,*=&C&
0'9<*&*-2*&*-+&1.*+.*1'.&627&*'&*+2,-&
97+7&'5&*-+&,':(9*+)&*'&2.4&'5&*-+&'*-+)&
(2)*1,1(2.*7&<+,297+&:'7*&'5&*-+:&
2((+2)+0&*'&<+&()'5+771'.2378&-'6+;+)&
3+*&:+&2779)+&4'9&*-2*&*-17&()'M+,*&-27&
+.)1,-+0&N.2:+&)+:';+0OG7&315+&
,'.710+)2<34&27&6+33&27&7+;+)23&
'*-+)&5)1+.07&'5&-17&61*-&71:132)&
1.*+33+,*923&0172<131*1+7&1.&*-2*&1*&
-+3(+0&*-+:&*'&3+2).&*'&97+&*-+&
,':(9*+)&*'&/.0&2.76+)7&*'&*-+&
-9)03+7&'5&EE&2.0&EEC&2.0&E*2*+&
1.5'):2*1'.&27&6+33&27&*-+&?0;',2,4&
@+.*+)=&?33&*''&'5*+.&*-+4&2)+&25)210&
*'&27>&2.0&*-+)+5')+&2)+&';+)3''>+0=&
J3+27+&*-2.>&*-+&LJ'6+)7&#-2*&A+P&
6-'&,'.,+1;+0&2.0&+Q+,9*+0&*-17&
()'M+,*8&*-+)+&17&7'&:9,-&:')+&*-2*&
.++07&*'&<+&0'.+=P

 

W



To advocate is to speak on behalf of another person.  The Advocacy Center advocates for people with 
&01*8090.0#1$*-&$1#-0(/1$.($#-16/#$."#0/$D01"#1$*/#$8#0-7$;(99(D#&K$.($2/(.#).$."#0/$/07".1K$*-&$.($#-16/#$."#$
laws impacting people with disabilities and seniors are being properly enforced. 

\-$."#$2#/0(&$)('#/#&$8+$."01$/#2(/.4$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$1.*;;C

!" k/('0&#&$9#7*9$*&'()*)+$;(/C
`]$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$7/(62$"(B#1$*-&$&#'#9(2B#-.*9$)#-.#/1$$
aQ]$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$-6/10-7$"(B#1
]]?$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$."#0/$(D-$"(B#1$(/$."#0/$2*/#-.1>$"(B#
Q?$2#(29#$90'0-7$0-$21+)"0*./0)$"(120.*91
RQ$2#(29#$0-$*&69.$/#10&#-.0*9$"(B#1
41 people living in child residential facilities
4 people who are homeless
13 people in jail

ADVOCACY
:Y

H"#-$f/A$*-&$f/1A$TB0."$#'*)6*.#&$;(/$J6/­
/0)*-#$j*./0-*4$."#+$&0&->.$9((G$8*)GA$$50G#$
B*-+$S#D$P/9#*-0*-14$."#+$."(67".$."*.$
."#+$D(69&$/#.6/-$0-$F61.$*$)(629#$(;$&*+1A$$
50..9#$&0&$."#+$G-(D4$*9B(1.$N$+#*/1$9*.#/4$
."#+$D(69&$1.099$8#$D*0.0-7$.($7($"(B#A

Mr. Smith has physical disabilities and signif­
0)*-.$"#*9."$0116#1A$$%;.#/$."#$1./#11$(;$j*­
./0-*4$"01$"#*9."$&#)90-#&A$J01$D0;#$1./6779#&$
.($-*'07*.#$."#$86/#*6)/*)0#1$(;$XVf%$*-&$
."#$_(*&$J(B#$*-&$.($)*/#$;(/$"0BA$$H"#-$

."#+$D#/#$/#;#//#&$.($."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/4$."#0/$"(61#$D*1$2*/.0*99+$/#8609.$*-&$

."#+$D#/#$(6.$(;$/#1(6/)#1A$$!"#+$D(//0#&$."*.$."#+$D(69&$8#)(B#$"(B#9#11A$$
!"#+$"*&$-(D"#/#$.($.6/-A

The AC case manager got right to work.  He immediately made several contacts 
.($-(-E2/(3.1$*-&$,"6/)"#1$;(/$2(11089#$*1101.*-)#A$%;.#/$B*-+$;*09#&$*..#B2.1$.($
9()*.#$/#1(6/)#14$"#$;(6-&$*$-(-E2/(3.$D0990-7$.($2*+$;(/$*$"(.#9$/((BA$$$J#$."#-$
*&&/#11#&$."#$TB0."$;*B09+>1$9(-7$.#/B$-##&1C$$*&&0.0(-*9$;6-&1$*-&$1622(/.$.($
)(B29#.#$."#0/$/#8609&A

H0."$."#$"#92$(;$."#0/$)*1#$B*-*7#/4$."#$TB0."1$D#/#$*89#$.($*))#11$pa@4N@@$
D(/."$(;$;6-&1$*-&$1622(/.$.($/#8609&$."#0/$"(B#A$$!"#+$*/#$)"((10-7$."#0/$;6/-0­
.6/#$*-&$B*G0-7$29*-1$.($B('#$0-$1((-A
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L\$D*-.$.($7($.($1)"((9AM$$H"*.$2*/#-.$D(69&$-(.$90G#$.($"#*/$."#1#$D(/&1$;/(B$"#/$)"09&q$$

T61*->1$2*/#-.1$D#/#$('#/F(+#&$D"#-$."#+$9#*/-#&$."*.$"#/$B#&0)*9$)(-&0.0(-$D*1$3-*99+$
1.*8090Z#&$1($."*.$1"#$)(69&$*..#-&$"#/$9()*9$"07"$1)"((9A

%.$."#$*7#$(;$R4$T61*-$16;;#/#&$*$./*6B*.0)$8/*0-$0-F6/+$0-$*$)*/$*))0&#-.A$$!"01$)*61#&$"#/$
.($"*'#$1#0Z6/#1$*-&$1./(G#1A$$X(/$B*-+$+#*/14$"#/$2*/#-.1$"(B#$1)"((9#&$"#/$8#)*61#$
."#+$8#90#'#&$."*.$"#/$"#*9."$D*1$.(($6-1.*89#$.($*99(D$"#/$.($7($.($1)"((9A$$X0-*99+4$"#/$
&().(/$&#.#/B0-#&$."*.4$D0."$."#$/07".$)(B80-*.0(-$(;$B#&0)0-#$*-&$1622(/.4$1"#$)(69&$
begin to attend classes.

J#/$2*/#-.1$D#-.$.($."#$1)"((9$*-&$)(B29#.#&$*99$"#/$2*2#/D(/GA$$H"#-$."#$&*.#$(;$."#$
\-&0'0&6*9$V&6)*.0(-$k9*-$U\VkW$B##.0-7$*//0'#&4$."#+$D#-.$D0."$*99$."#0/$&()6B#-.*.0(-$E$
T61*->1$&().(/$12#)03#&$."*.$1"#$B61.$"*'#$*-$*0&#$.($"#92$"#/$."/(67"(6.$."#$&*+$.($8#$
safe.

!"#$1)"((9$1+1.#B$/#;61#&A$$!"#+$.(9&$T61*->1$2*/#-.1$."*.$."#+$&0&->.$"*'#$."#$B(-#+$
.($2*+$;(/$*-$*0&#$;(/$T61*-A$$T61*-$*-&$"#/$2*/#-.1$D#/#$&#'*1.*.#&A$$!"#+$"*&$*9/#*&+$
26/)"*1#&$"#/$-#D$1)"((9$6-0;(/B1$*-&$8*)G2*)GA

56)G09+4$."#+$)*99#&$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/A$

!"#$%,$12#)0*9$#&6)*.0(-$*..(/-#+$0-;(/B#&$T61*->1$2*/#-.1$*8(6.$
."#0/$/07".1$*-&$&#B*-&#&$."*.$."#$1)"((9$1)"#&69#$*-(."#/$\Vk$
B##.0-7A$$%.$."*.$B##.0-74$."#$*..(/-#+$/#;61#&$.($901.#-$.($."#$1)"((9$
(;3)0*91>$#[)61#1$*-&$1.((&$62$;(/$T61*->1$/07".1A$$

T((-$*;.#/4$T61*-$D*1$/#*&+$;(/$"#/$3/1.$&*+$*.$1)"((9A$$H"09#$1"#$
D*1$*$90..9#$(9&#/$."*-$."#$.+20)*9$-#D$1.6&#-.4$1"#$D*1$F61.$*1$#[­
)0.#&A$$T"#$9('#1$"#/$-#D$1)"((9$*-&$)*->.$D*0.$;(/$."#$861$.($1"(D$
62$#'#/+$&*+A

::

\-$."#$2#/0(&$)('#/#&$8+$."01$/#2(/.4$%,$1.*;;C
!" k/('0&#&$*1101.*-)#$.($Q4?@@$0-&0'0&6*91$90'0-7$0-$-6/10-7$"(B#1$
0-$."#$:*.(-$_(67#$*/#*A

 
!" k/('0&#&$*1101.*-)#$.($N4`@@$0-&0'0&6*91$90'0-7$0-$-6/10-7$"(B#1$0-$."#$S#D$P/9#*-1$*/#*A

     
!" k/('0&#&$*1101.*-)#$.($`4a`a$0-&0'0&6*91$90'0-7$0-$7/(62$"(B#1A$$!"#$(B86&1B#-$"*-&9#&$Nc?$
)(B29*0-.1$(-$."#$;(99(D0-7$0116#1C

%861#$E$`r$(;$."#$)(B29*0-.1$"*-&9#&
S#79#).$E$Rcr$(;$."#$)(B29*0-.1$"*-&9#&
_07".1$H0."0-$."#$=/(62$J(B#$E$R@r$(;$."#$)(B29*0-.1$"*-&9#&
s6*90.+$(;$50;#$E$Rbr$(;$."#$)(B29*0-.1$"*-&9#&
5*)G$(;$%9.#/-*.0'#$,(BB6-0.+$_#1(6/)#1$E$b@r$(;$."#$)(B29*0-.1$"*-&9#&
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From Prison  To Civilian Life

%8(6.$10[$+#*/1$*7(4$!"(B*1$/#­
.6/-#&$"(B#$;/(B$2/01(-$D0."$&/#*B1$
of a new life.  He had served his time, 
completed probation and wanted to 
attend college for a degree in general 
contracting.  Starting his own con­
./*).0-7$8610-#11$D*1$"01$9(-7E.#/B$
goal.

T((-$*;.#/$*//0'0-7$"(B#4$!"(B*14$*$B*-$D0."$&#2/#110(-$*-&$1681.*-)#$*861#$0116#14$
*2290#&$;(/$1#/'0)#1$;/(B$5*A$_#"*8090.*.0(-$T#/'0)#1$U5_TW$*-&$#*109+$D#-.$."/(67"$."#$*2­
290)*.0(-$*-&$#90708090.+$2/()#&6/#1A$$

Reality Strikes

H"#-$"#$B#.$D0."$"01$)(6-1#9(/$.($&01)611$"01$'()*.0(-*9$7(*9$*99$G0-&1$(;$(81.*)9#1$16&­
&#-9+$*22#*/#&A$$J01$5_T$)(6-1#9(/$;#9.$"#$D*1$-(.$L)(99#7#$B*.#/0*9MA$$T"#$&0&->.$8#90#'#$
"#$"*&$."#$L*8090.+$(/$8*)G7/(6-&M$.($#'#/$(D-$*-&$B*-*7#$*$8610-#11A$$!"(B*1$9#;.$"#/$
(;3)#$;##90-7$*1$."(67"$*99$(;$"01$&/#*B1$"*&$F61.$8##-$&*1"#&A

A Glimpse of Hope

An AC advocate talked with Thomas and had a totally different impression from that of the 
5_T$)(6-1#9(/A$J#$"*&$*99$(;$"01$5_T$'()*.0(-*9$#'*96*.0(-14$"01$%,!$1)(/#14$3-*-)0*9$*0&$
0-;(/B*.0(-$*-&$7#-#/*9$)(-./*).(/$90)#-10-7$9*D1$*.$"01$3-7#/.021A$$\;$#'#/$."#/#$D*1$*-$
L0-;(/B#&$)(-16B#/M4$!"(B*1$1##B#&$.($3.$."#$&#3-0.0(-A$$_#'0#D$(;$"01$5_T$)*1#$39#$
)(-3/B#&$#'#/+."0-7$!"(B*1$.(9&$"#/C$%99$(;$"01$.#1.$1)(/#14$#'*96*.0(-1$*-&$/#)(BB#-­
&*.0(-1$0-&0)*.#&$"#$D*1$*$)*-&0&*.#$;(/$*$;(6/E+#*/$)(99#7#$2/(7/*BA$$X6/."#/$/#1#*/)"$
/#'#*9#&$."*.$"01$2/01(-$8*)G7/(6-&$D(69&$-(.$2/("080.$"0B$;/(B$(8.*0-0-7$)(-./*).(/$(/$
8610-#11$90)#-10-7A$

Dreams Come True

%$)*99$;/(B$."#$%,$*&'()*.#$.($."#$5_T$_#70(-*9$f*-*7#/$(2#-#&$*99$."#$&((/1$."*.$"*&$
8##-$)9(1#&A$$5*1.$12/0-74$."#$*&'()*.#$/#)#0'#&$*$)*99$;/(B$!"(B*1$*1$"#$D*1$*8(6.$.($
walk across the stage to receive his diploma. 

T0-)#$7/*&6*.0(-4$!"(B*1$"*1$8#)(B#$*$90)#-1#&$)(-./*).(/A$$J#$01$)6//#-.9+$D(/G0-7$D0."$
5_T$.($26/)"*1#$1(B#$(;$."#$#e602B#-.$"#>99$-##&$.($(2#-$"01$)(-./*).0-7$(;3)#$610-7$
grants he received.  

%9."(67"$."#/#$"*'#$8##-$29#-.+$(;$86B21$*9(-7$."#$/(*&4$!"(B*14$."#$%&'()*)+$,#-.#/$
*-&$5_T$"*'#$D(/G#&$.(7#."#/$.($2/('#$."*.$'()*.0(-*9$&/#*B1$)*-$)(B#$./6#A
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%.$."#$*7#$(;$ac4$%9'0-$D*1$0-$)*/$*))0&#-.A$$J#$161.*0-#&$*$120-*9$)(/&$0-F6/+$*-&$
8#7*-$610-7$*$D"##9)"*0/A$$X(/$]$+#*/1$"#$D*1$0-$*-&$(6.$(;$/#"*8090.*.0(-$2/(­
7/*B1$D"09#$"01$"(B#$D*1$B(&03#&$.($B*G#$0.$*))#11089#$.($"0BA$$J#$;#9.$90G#$"01$
life was on hold.

S(D4$RN4$%9'0-$01$3-*99+$/#*&+$*-&$*89#$.($;()61$(-$"01$9(-7$
term goals.  He contacted the Advocacy Center for help. 
%,>1$H\k%$UH(/G$\-)#-.0'#1$k9*--0-7$*-&$%1101.*-)#W$2/(­
7/*B$"#92#&$%9'0-$6-&#/1.*-&$T()0*9$T#)6/0.+$D(/G$0-)#-­
tives available to help him become more independent and 
1#9;E16;3)0#-.A$$%,$D(/G#&$D0."$%9'0-$6-.09$"#$)(B29#.#&$"01$
=AVA<A$*-&$"01$'()*.0(-*9$./*0-0-7A$

%9'0-$01$-(D$D(/G0-7$2*/.E.0B#$*1$*$T#/'0)#$H/0.#/$D0."$*-$
*6.(B(.0'#$/#2*0/$3/BA$J#$"*1$0-)/#*1#&$"01$B(-."9+$#*/-­
0-714$)(B29#.#&$"01$./0*9$D(/G$2#/0(&$*-&$01$3-*99+$29*--0-7$
;(/$."#$;6.6/#A
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U%<%WA$
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“grandfathered in” and therefore he was not obligated to install a ramp. The Advocacy Center 
*..(/-#+$2(90.#9+$86.$3/B9+$.(9&$."#$(D-#/$."*.$."#$3/#B#-$D#/#$D/(-7A$

X0-*99+4$*;.#/$B(-."1$(;$-#7(.0*.0(-4$."#$(D-#/$*7/##&$.($)(-1./6).$."#$/*B2$*-&$!(-+$B*&#$
29*-1$;(/$&0--#/A$5((G0-7$;(/D*/&$.($"01$;*'(/0.#$2(E8(+$*-&$/((.$8##/$0-$*-$0)+$)(9&$B674$!(-+$
D#-.$.($."#$/#1.*6/*-.K$"(D#'#/4$D"#-$"#$*//0'#&4$"#$;(6-&$2#(29#$*.$."#$8*/$-#[.$&((/$"*&$
2*/G#&$0-$;/(-.$(;$."#$/*B2$1($0.$D*1$6-61*89#A$

%-$%,$*..(/-#+$8/(67".$."01$.($."#$*..#-.0(-$(;$."#$/#1.*6/*-.A$!"#$/#1.*6/*-.$(D-#/$."#-$
0-1.*99#&$L)(-#1M$.($89()G$2*/G0-7A$:6.$2#(29#$;/(B$."#$8*/$/*-$('#/$."#BA$X0-*99+$."#$/#1.*6­
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Matthew Allen

Shreveport

Michael Crochet
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5*;*+#..#

Elizabeth Dalferes

New Orleans

Patti DeMichele
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New Orleans
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Julia Garcia­Diaz
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Dale Higgins

Metairie

Linda Kocher

New Orleans

Sharon Leader

New Orleans

David LeGendre

E+,)+*2)4
:*.(-$_(67#

Ronald Lospennato

New Orleans

Kay Marcel

#)+279)+)
S#D$\8#/0*

Maryal Mewherter

Schriever

Viola Patterson

Shreveport

Christopher Stone

Monroe

Mary Ann McGrath­Swaim

New Orleans

Leroy Vincent

New Orleans

Mattie Wilson
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New Orleans
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Covington

Matthew Allen
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New Orleans

Tesheka Harris
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Bernadette Myers

Esterwood

Denver Nobles, Jr.

Scott

Deborah Sauder
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Christopher Stone
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Monroe

Henry Williams

:*.(-$_(67#
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QYY&c"''"(#)6&<0(""01&<@+0"&U:G
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